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that it is fundamentally a good thing for a child 
to learn that they are no more or less special than 
anyone else, and that there are many different 
ways to live life. I remember clearly the shock of 
a six-year-old school friend of my daughter when 
she saw how untidy my car was. She obviously 
came from a family where neatness was a priority. 
I remember gently pointing out to her that all 
families were different and that this was a good 
thing and made life more interesting and exciting. 

For the child in the relatively healthy family 
(and all families, I suspect, harbour some 
pathology) it is useful to learn that it is possible 
to be different and yet perfectly okay, for the 
child from the abusive and damaging family 
(whether physical, emotional or whatever) it can 
be positively life-saving.

 I remember being told the story of an 
exemplary young man who had grown up in a 
terrifyingly dysfunctional family environment. 
He had suffered virtually every kind of neglect 
and abuse, yet had emerged not just whole, but 
admirable. How had this happened, he was asked, 
how had he escaped repeating the damage of 
generations? 

“Well”, he said, “every morning when I got on 
the school bus, the driver always made a special 
fuss of me. How is my little ray of sunshine, he 
said, every single day.”

 For me, home schooling is not about the pros 

and cons of the current model of schooling, a 
strong religious belief, a “lousy” curriculum, or 
even about “bad” teachers failing to unlock the 
latent gifts and talents in a so-called exceptional 
child. To my ears, such arguments sound 
suspiciously like rationalisations covering up a 
much more primal instinct; a fear of the outside 
world and a fear of losing control. And I am not 
sure that any parent should use their child as a 
device to soothe their own anxieties.

 All of us parents are merely human, and 
therefore imperfect. As Philip Larkin famously 
pointed out, go to any kind of psychological 
counsellor and most of the discussion will be 
about the unresolved legacies of your childhood 
thanks to the failures of the way you were 
parented – few of us spend much money resolving 
deep-seated traumas from school. Even sexual 
abuse, while certainly not unknown in schools, is 
much more commonly perpetrated at home. 

No doubt the need to negotiate one’s way 
through the hurly burly of playground politics, 
bullying, cliques, unfair or boring teachers, 
disruptive classmates and the pressure to conform 
common to all human groups exact their cost 
from most of us. But I suspect that all this 
imperfection is an intrinsic part of the greatest 
life lesson that school teaches. The need to get on 
with, tolerate and forgive our fellow human beings 
for their imperfections as we hope they, in their 

turn, will forgive our own.
I worry about the isolated child dominated by the 

an all-powerful parent determined to control – for 
as long as they can – just which bits of the outside 
world are allowed to reach their fragile offspring. 
No matter how much academic knowledge or “love 
of learning” that may also be instilled, the home-
schooled child is at risk of missing out on a richness 
that only a more uncontrolled and, yes, risky 
environment can provide.

 I have long said to my own children that you 
get back from the world what you send out into 
it. In other words, if you approach life with 
confidence, warmth and an open mind, then that 
is mostly what you will receive. If you approach it 
with suspicion, fear and anxiety, that is also what 
you will receive. Both my daughters have had 
happy and unhappy times at school, as no doubt 
they have had at home. 

But that is life, and I suspect a little suffering is 
the only way to equip them with the skills and the 
knowledge they need to survive the inevitable bad 
times and grow from them. Confidence comes 
from knowing you have the resources to survive 
whatever life throws at you. It does not come from 
being protected from whatever your parent fears, 
dislikes or disapproves. 

Jane Caro is a public school advocate and regular on 
the ABC’s The Gruen Transfer.
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Schools Clean Up Day
Date: 05 March
W: http://www.cleanup.org.au/au/
Campaigns/overview-scud.html

School Resources Expo 
Date: 12-13 March 2010
Location: Grand Pavilion, Rosehill Gardens, 
Sydney
The School Resources Expo is Australia’s 
largest event for the education sector. The 
Expo showcases the largest display of 
products, equipment and services for early 
learning, primary, secondary and tertiary 
education. The Expo is free for professionals 
who have the authority to make a purchasing 
decision for their institution.
Contact: Nicholas Tossman (02) 9416 1255
E: info@schoolresourcesexpo.com.au
W: www.schoolresourcesexpo.com.au 

Ride2School Day
Date: 17 March
National Ride2School day is an initiative 
of Bicycle Victoria. It aims to increase the 
number of students walking and riding to 
school. The Bicycle Victoria website provides 
resource materials for schools wishing to 
participate in Ride2School Day.
W: http://www.bv.com.au/ride2school/

Education Expo 2010
Date: 20-21 March
This free community event is intended to 
showcase everything educational including 
learning resources, courses, educational 
products and services, schools, colleges, 
training organisations and universities. 
W: http://www.edexpo.info/

Harmony Day
Date: 21 March
Harmony Day, an Australian Government 
initiative that began in 1999, provides 
Australians with an opportunity to think about 
our community’s success as a multicultural 
society, re-commit to continuing tolerance, 
goodwill and understanding among all 
groups, and say no to racism. Harmony Day 
falls on 21 March each year and coincides 
with the United Nations International Day for 
the Elimination of Racial Discrimination.
W: http://www.harmony.gov.au/harmony-
day/

Earth Hour
Date: 27 March
Created to take a stand against the greatest 
threat our planet has ever faced, Earth Hour 
uses the simple action of turning off the lights 
for one hour to deliver a powerful message 
about the need for action on global warming.
W: http://www.earthhour.org/

APRIL
Australian Council for Computers 
in Education conference
April 6-9
This conference will address this need for 
flexible technologies for flexible learners. It 
will examine ways that ICT can maximise 
student’s own potential through their 
personal learning styles. It will investigate how 
ICTs can allow all people including those with 
diverse skills and thinking strategies become 
life long and creative learners
W: http://acec2010.info/

National Youth Week
April 10 – 18
National Youth Week is an annual feature 
on Australia’s youth calendar and provides 
a platform to reach young people aged 12 
to 25 in every Australian State and Territory. 
National Youth Week is an Australian, State, 
Territory and Local Government initiative, and 
is run for young people, by young people.
W: http://www.youthweek.com/
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